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WLES honors native American heritage 
Throughout the month of November – Native American Heritage Month – fourth- and fifth-grade 
students at West Louisville Elementary School participated in a variety of learning activities to 
enhance their understanding and appreciation of native American people and their cultures. 

WLES music teacher Gail Waller has facilitated lessons in the areas of native American music and 
drama. Students read the true story of Squanto, a member of the Patuxet tribe who acted as an 
interpreter and guide to the Pilgrim settlers at Plymouth during their first winter in the New World. 
Based on their new knowledge and appreciation for the lives and contributions of native Americans, 
fifth-grade students will present a readers’ theater and will play “Squanto’s Song” on their recorders. 

Fourth-graders will sing “The Earth is Our Mother” in honor of native American beliefs in caring for 
our earth; and students will read selections from “Brother Eagle, Sister Sky,” which includes quotes 
from Chief Seattle, who was a proponent of caring for the environment and respecting the land rights 
of his people. 

The fourth- and fifth-graders will perform for younger students at 8 and 8:30 a.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 30, at West Louisville Elementary School, which is located at 8400 Kentucky 56. Our 
media partners are invited to attend this meaningful performance. 

“This culminating activity from our native American music unit is designed to develop a deeper 
understanding of native culture and native music and instruments,” Waller said. “The students have 
also learned a bit more history about the first Thanksgiving by reading the story of Squanto.” 

Waller has also provided an opportunity for students to play authentic native American musical 
instruments, while learning about the important roles music played in the culture and lives of 
indigenous peoples of North America. 

For more information, contact DCPS Public Information Officer Lora Wimsatt 
(270) 852-7000 ext. 215    Lora.Wimsatt@daviess.kyschools.us
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